Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council — Decisions taken by the Cabinet on Tuesday, 3 February 2026

Agenda
Item No

Topic

Decision

Part A — Items considered in public

A2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS That the Minutes of the meeting held on the 13 January, 2026 be agreed as
MEETINGS a correct record.
A3 WALLEYS QUARRY UPDATE That the contents of the update report be received and noted.
A4 REVENUE AND CAPITAL BUDGETS (i) That the Revenue and Capital Budgets as detailed in this report and in the

AND STRATEGIES 2026/27

(ii)

(iii)

report to Cabinet dated 13 January 2026, be recommended to Full Council for
approval.

That the updated Medium Term Financial Strategy 2026/27 to 2030/31
(Appendix 2) be recommended to Full Council for approval.

That the strategy for ensuring a balanced revenue outturn position for 2025/26,
be approved.

That the calculation of the Council Tax base and a proposed Council Tax
increase for 2026/27 of 1.99% per Band D equivalent property, be
recommended to Full Council for approval.

That the risk assessment at Appendix 3 and the Section 151 Officer’s
recommendation on the level of reserves and contingencies provisionally
required to be maintained in 2026/27, be recommended to Full Council for
approval.

That the Civic Growth Fund priorities for 2026/27, be approved.
That an extension of the freeze, already announced to £1 after 1pm car parking,

be recommended to all hourly car parking charges in support of the motion
agreed by Full Council on 21 January 2026 to support the Borough’s Town
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Centres, High Streets and Villages. And, that the creation of free ‘nipper’ parking
at the South High Street be noted. It was further resolved to write to the
Chancellor and local Member of Parliament to seek the removal of business
rates for town centre car parks.

(viii)  That a freeze in fees relating to tennis, bowls, football and rugby fees and
charges for 2026/27, be recommended.

(ix) That the Capital Strategy (Appendix 5) for 2026/36, be recommended to Full
Council for approval.

(x) That the Treasury Management Strategy (Appendix 6) for 2026/27, be
recommended to Full Council for approval.

(xi) That the Investment Strategy (Appendix 7) for 2026/27, be recommended to Full
Council for approval.

(xii)  That the Commercial Strategy (Appendix 8) for 2026/27, be recommended to
Full Council for approval.

(xiii)  That the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme (Appendix 9) for 2026/27, be
recommended to Full Council for approval.

A5 FINANCIAL AND PERFORMANCE That the contents of the attached report and appendices be noted and that the Council’s
REVIEW REPORT - THIRD service and financial performance for this period continue to be monitored and challenged.
QUARTER 2025/26
A6 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (i) That the forthcoming statutory consultation on proposals for local government

REORGANISATION AND

reorganisation (LGR) in Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent, be noted;
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DEVOLUTION UPDATE

(ii) That a cross-party LGR Cabinet Panel be established, chaired by the Leader of the
Council.

(iii) That the work being undertaken to support a devolution offer for Staffordshire and
Stoke-on-Trent be noted and endorsed;

(iv)That it be noted that the Ministry for Housing, Communities & Local Government has
acknowledged receipt of the Council’s intention to hold elections in May 2026 and has
confirmed this will proceed.

A7 FORWARD PLAN That the Forward Plan be received and noted.
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